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Spain's National Day: a celebration of heritage, unity, 

On 12th October, Spain celebrates its Fiesta Nacional (although the 
embassy will hold the traditional reception on 8th October for the 
convenience of our guests) a day that commemorates the 1492 arrival of 
three small Spanish caravels, under Christopher Columbus’s command, 
in the Americas. We honour the encounter of two worlds: a mutual 
discovery that gave birth to new, vibrant, mixed societies. Our National 
Day thus hails unity, brotherhood, and the enduring ties that bind Spain 
to the sister nations of the Americas. It also rejoices in the journey that 
set the beginning of the spread of a language now spoken by over six 
hundred million people worldwide, of whom five hundred million native 
speakers.

In 2026, we also celebrate the quincentenary of the founding of the 
School of Salamanca by Francisco de Vitoria, whose studies on ius 
gentium laid the foundations for what we know today as international law.

Spain and Japan share a friendship stretching back centuries, with 
contacts first recorded in 1549, when Saint Francis Xavier set foot in 
Kagoshima. Among the many notable chapters of this relationship are 
the Tenshō Embassy of 1582, received by Philip II of Spain and Portugal; 
the Keichō Embassy of Hasekura Tsunenaga in 1614, hosted by Philip 
III; the heroic rescue in 1609 of the shipwrecked sailors from the “San 
Francisco” galleon by Chiba divers, along with the generous welcome 
offered by the local population and authorities; and the embassy of 
Sebastián Vizcaíno in 1611. Following the end of the shogunate’s 
isolationism, bilateral relations resumed with renewed vigour and 
continue to thrive to this day.

These intense and friendly ties are in constant evolution. It is worth 
noting the latest additions to our cooperation portfolio, with initial 
exchanges now underway in the defence and space sectors. In this 
context, we recall the port call to Japan last year of the frigate “Méndez 
Núñez”—the first by a Spanish warship in 131 years, not counting the 
visits of the sail training vessel “Juan Sebastián Elcano”.
In 2025, Spain welcomed a record 96.8 million international tourists (a 
year-on-year increase of 4.6%, with projections for 2026 reaching 101.25 

million). Among them were 445,470 Japanese visitors, who also happen 
to be the highest spenders per capita. We deeply appreciate the 
continued interest and loyalty of Japanese travellers, even amid the 
current unfavourable euro-yen exchange rate.
Conversely, Japan has become an increasingly preferred destination for 
Spanish travellers, whose numbers are rising annually at an impressive 
rate of 34.7%. This allows us to estimate some 331,000 Spanish tourists 
for the whole of 2026.

These exchanges are a clear testament to mutual interest and 
affection. For many years, flamenco—in its song, guitar, and dance 
forms—has found a second home in Japan, to the point that there are 
now as many flamenco schools in Japan as in all of Andalusia—
perhaps even a few more. We are also delighted to announce that 
Studio Ghibli has been awarded this year’s Princess of Asturias Award 
for Communication and Humanities, to be presented by Her Royal 
Highness Doña Leonor, Princess of Asturias, at a ceremony in Oviedo 
on 23rd October. Just three years ago, Haruki Murakami received the 
Princess of Asturias Award for Literature, and the year before, Shigeru 
Ban received i t  for Concord—to name only the most recent 
honourees. Clearly, Spain is fascinated by Japan.

This year, Spain celebrates with joy the triumph of our footballers in 
the FIFA World Cup. We thank these young men for their effort and 
exemplary conduct, both on and off the pitch, and we extend our 
gratitude to the entire world for the overwhelming support and 
affection shown to us. This second star on their jerseys—added to the 
one earned in 2010—comes at a time when the women’s national 
team still holds the World Cup title, won in 2023.

As we reflect on our shared history and the vibrant cultural bridges 
that unite our two countries, we look with optimism toward a future rich 
in new areas of cooperation. On this National Day, Spain not only 
celebrates its past and present but extends a warm hand of friendship 
towards Japan—confident that the bonds between us will only grow 
deeper in the years to come.

and modern triumphs
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The Evolving Partnership between Tajikistan and Japan:

On September 9, 2026, the Republic of Tajikistan celebrated the 35th anniversary 
of Independence Day. For Tajikistan, independence represents the country’s most 
significant achievement. It created the conditions for the Tajik people to determine 
their own course in political, economic, social, and cultural development and to 
shape their future as a member of the global community.

The path towards state independence was not easy. Tajikistan had to overcome 
serious political and security challenges, while protecting its territorial integrity, 
historical heritage, and national identity. Tajik people always preserved a rich 
civilizational heritage, a strong cultural identity, and a deep sense of patriotism and 
national consciousness. Through unity and collective effort, the country eventually 
overcame the civil war in 1992-1997, restored peace, and national stability. 

The Founder of Peace and National Unity – Leader of the Nation,President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali Rahmon, together with his 
emphasis on national unity, statehood, and devotion to the homeland, played an 
important role in this process. The achievement of national reconciliation created 
the foundation for a new period of state building, development, and reconstruction.

Article 1 of the Constitution of Tajikistan defines the country as a sovereign, 
democratic, law-based, secular, and unitary state. In accordance with these 
principles, Tajikistan has adopted an “open doors” foreign policy. This approach is 
intended to be peaceful and impartial and is based on the development of friendly 
relations with all states, mutual respect, equality, recognition of shared interests, 
and mutually beneficial cooperation.

In 35 years, Tajikistan has strengthened its position in the international arena 
through active participation in the work of the UN and other international and 
regional organizations. International community and partner states supporting the 
global initiatives of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan in such areas as 
water resources, climate change, glacier protection, security, and peace and 
stability.

Within this foreign policy, Tajikistan has established diplomatic relations with 182 
countries and continues to work toward their further development. Among our 
partners, Japan occupies a part icularly important place in Tajikistan’s 
foreign-policy agenda.

Japan has contributed to a wide range of areas important to Tajikistan, reflecting 
the friendly, cooperative, and mutually supportive nature of the relationship. 
Japanese representatives and scholars also contributed to the peace process 
during Tajikistan’s civil war from 1992 to 1997. Among them was the Japanese 

Professor Yutaka Akino, who lost his life while serving with the UN Mission of 
Observers in Tajikistan and whose contribution to the country’s peace process 
remains particularly significant.

A major milestone in Tajikistan–Japan diplomatic relations was President Emomali 
Rahmon’s official visit to Japan on 19–20 December 2025 and his participation at 
the Summit of the “Central Asia + Japan” Dialogue. The visit gave significant new 
momentum to bilateral relations and brought the two countries closer together. The 
high-level talks resulted in the signing of nearly 20 new cooperation documents. 
Among them was a Joint Statement by the Republic of Tajikistan and Japan on the 
further development of relations aimed at building mutually beneficial cooperation. 

During this visit, Tajikistan’s Foreign Minister H.E. Sirojiddin Muhriddin held bilateral 
talks with Japanese Foreign Minister Honorable Toshimitsu Motegi. The ministers 
reviewed bilateral cooperation, prospects for further relations, current international 
issues, and cooperation within the framework of the “Central Asia + Japan” 
Dialogue. 

 An Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan and the 
Government of Japan on the Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of Investment, 
which was signed during the official visit and went into force after ratification by the 
parliaments. The agreement is designed to improve the investment environment, 
protect investors’ rights and interests, and provide a stronger basis for closer 
economic ties.

Japan is considered by Tajikistan as a reliable and important development partner. 
As an advanced economy with extensive industrial experience and innovative 
technologies, Japan can contribute substantially to Tajikistan’s strategic objectives, 
particularly accelerated industrialization and overcoming the country’s transport and 
communications constraints.

Tajikistan and Japan share rich historical and cultural traditions, distinctive local 
customs, tourism and recreational opportunities, attractive natural environments, 
and valuable experience in local development. Regions and cities in both countries 
could establish direct partnerships and sister-city agreements to promote cultural, 
social, and economic exchanges and thereby contribute to stronger bilateral 
relations. The breadth of existing opportunities and the complementary strengths of 
the two countries provide a solid basis for expanding cooperation. With continued 
political engagement and practical cooperation, Tajikistan–Japan relations have the 
potential to become broader, deeper, and more strategically significant in the years 
ahead.

Priorities and future perspectives
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