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His Excellency Mr. Peter Tan Hai Chuan
Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore

－　Singapore and Japan enjoy an excellent bilateral relationship which has grown 
smoothly over the years and continues to see an active exchange of dignitaries.  What 
are the reasons behind this success?  

Singapore and Japan share an excellent bilateral relationship underpinned 
by robust economic and people-to-people relations, high-level exchanges, 
and a shared commitment to upholding international law.  Both countries are 
proud of our excellent relations, which are the result of the foresight and hard 
work of many generations of Singaporeans and Japanese.  For example, our 
countries signed the Japan-Singapore Economic Partnership Agreement in 
2002, which was Japan’s first economic partnership agreement with any 
country. Our countries are natural and like-minded partners in the region. We 
share a common commitment to upholding an open and rules-based trading 
system, and enhancing economic cooperation. Our collaboration is not only 
bilateral in nature, but also benefits third countries. For example, under the 
Japan-Singapore Partnership Programme for the 21st Century, established 
since 1997, our countries have worked together to co-organize approximately 
390 training courses for more than 6800 people in third countries.  
Today, our relationship continues to grow from strength to strength. 
Singapore and Japan remain amongst each other’s top trading partners and 
investors. We also celebrated 55 years of Singapore-Japan diplomatic 
relations (SJ55) in 2021, holding numerous commemorative events in both 
Singapore and Japan. Even localities such as Rikuzentakata city joined the 
celebration, including by unveiling a Merlion statue more than 5,000km from 
its siblings in Singapore. 
Looking ahead, I hope that we will continue to strengthen Singapore-Japan 
relations, and cooperate not only in traditional but also emerging areas such 
as climate change, digitalisation and the digital economy. 

－　Over the years, Singapore has forged an extensive network of 27 implemented 
Free Trade Agreements.  Singapore has also concluded a few digital economy 
agreements, is discussing new green economy agreements, and is active in broader 
economic initiatives such as the TPP.  Can you share more about Singapore’s trade 
networks?  

Singapore, as a small country with no natural resources, has to embrace 
globalisation to survive. Negotiating and implementing Free Trade 
Agreements is one way in which we do so. We are proud that our network of 
FTAs, covering more than 85% of global GDP, have by some estimates 

brought about more than SGD1.2 billion in tariff savings. More broadly, we 
believe that all countries, big or small, can benefit from a more connected 
world, by better leveraging each other’s competitive advantages to realise 
our full potential.  Hence, Singapore is a consistent supporter of a 
rules-based international order, in which all countries can prosper by doing 
business freely and fairly according to an agreed upon set of rules. That is 
also why Singapore believes in staying attentive to new opportunities for 
cooperation, such as Green and Digital Economy agreements. 
Singapore and Japan are close economic partners.  We have cooperated 
closely in bilateral and multilateral fora, such as in the negotiation and 
implementation of regional economic initiatives such as the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, and the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership.  
Of course, we can always do more together, especially in the new frontiers of 
global trade and economic progress.  Singapore has recently concluded a 
Digital Economic Partnership Agreement with Chile and New Zealand, and a 
Digital Economic Agreement with Australia.  We are also currently exploring 
a Green Economy Agreement with Australia.  In these fields and more, we 
hope to further enhance our robust economic cooperation with Japan. 

－　 Would you tell us about your activities and your aspirations as the Ambassador to 
Japan since you were appointed about two years and half ago?

Although I was appointed as Ambassador to Japan two years and half ago, I 
have actually served previous tours as both the Deputy Chief of Mission and 
as a political secretary at the Embassy of Singapore in Tokyo.  Having 
previously served under several excellent Ambassadors, and now assuming 
the Ambassadorship myself, my key reflection is that the Ambassador must 
ably play many different roles.  This is because the Singapore-Japan 
relationship itself is so multi-faceted.  Practically, my activities in a day can 
range from reading and vetting reports to working with supermarket chains to 
design Singapore bentos, and meetings with a wide range of personalities, 
from government officials, politicians and businessmen, to artists and 
musicians. Even in terms of location, my colleagues and I frequently travel 
out of Tokyo, to better understand the developments in the various local 
regions, and explore opportunities for collaboration.
If I had to generalise, I would say my most important role is to build a bridge 
between Singapore and Japan, to benefit Singapore and Singaporeans, and 
also Japan and the Japanese.  There is still much more we can do together. 
I hope that we will continue the forward-looking spirit of Singapore-Japan 
relations, so that both countries can continue to flourish and prosper. 

Further Prosperity for Both Countries, 
Continuing to Build a Bridge
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